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SQUAW CREEK CALENDAR:

Fall Workday September 16

Habitat workdays September 23,0ct. 7, 28

Youth Day - MissouriWaterfowl Association -

September 30 (tentative)

Big Sit Octaober 8

National Wildlife Refuge Week October 8- 14

Fall Open House  October 7 - Decenber 3

Outdoor Class oom Dedication October 14
& Volunteer Appreciation Day

Deer Count/Hay Ride November 4

Eagle Days Decamber 2 - 3

VISITOR OFFICE COMMITTEE
Vic Miles 816-444-2459
Barbara Crouser 8162330034

REFUGE WETL AND COMM ITTEE
Vic Miles 8164442459

EAGLE DAYSCOMM ITTEE
Jeanine Montgomery 6609352254

PLEASE give the bove mmmittee
chairpersons a cdl to asgst them.

Itemsfor thenewsletter must be sent to GeorgeW.
(Bill) Scheil at 7311 Ditzler, Raytown, MO 64133
or to him at gwsch@juno.com. The deadline for
the next issue will be November 15.

Note that there are three events <heduled for
October 14th. The Friends Board meeting is st
for 10am. Then the Volunteer Appreciation Din-
ner isat 12 noon. Then the Outdoor Clasgoom
Dedication isat 2pm.

Banners
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Therefuge recaved some chall enge cost share money
thisyea for bannersto beplaced in downtown Mound
City. In 2007, MoundCity will be céebrating 150
yeas and they redly like the banners we developed
andhad ereded during the Refuge Centennial in2003.
The MoundCity Chamber of Commerce (which the
Friends of Squaw Creek are members) will be provid-
ing bradkets and the City will install once they are
made. Eacd banner will have the MoundCity 15Qh
logo onthetopandthe battomwill have either asnow
goose, malard or bald eggle. The banner will say
"Welcometo MoundCity" andthen,"Home of Squaw
Creek National Wildlife Refuge". They will stay up
the entire yea (except during Christmas) and will be
a grea way to let visitors know abou the refuge.
They will be completed in September and shoud be
up by ealy October. The next time you visit the
Refuge this fall, be sure to make atrip into Mound
City to seethe banners. We have dso receved a
request from Forest City for banners next yea. They
will also be cdebrating 150yeas.

Signs

We have several new signsunder productionfrom our
Regional Sign Shop. Thisincludesadiredional sign
locaed at the junction d Highway E and the Mound
City exit from Interstate 29. The Subway Shopwill

permit us to attach to their sign so that visitors enter-
ing MoundCity at McDonalds will get diredionsto
the Refuge. There ae dso new informational signsto
beplacal at Ted Pod, Mallard Marsh and the Cattail

Triangle.

Informational Ki osks

Therewill be 4 new informational kiosks ereded this
fal. A new single panel kiosk will be placed at the
headquarters buil ding to replacethe present one that
is deteriorating. In addition, there will be a2 panel
kiosk at the base of the steps to the headquarters, a 2



panel kiosk at the Ted Pod parking lot and asingle
panel kiosk at the Eagle Overlook hiking trail. Signs
are now being developed andinstall ed as soonasthey
arrive.

L oessBIuff Hiking Trail

One of the primary projedsfor the Y CCthis summer
was to extend this trail so that it ties into the Call ow
Trail. Thiswas acaomplished at the end o July and
now visitors can hike from the headquerters to the
Callow Trail. The YCC also replaced all of the old
wood rails and replaced them with plastic material.
Rail shave been install ed onthe new trail. Thetrail i s
now approximately 0.9 mileslong.

Wetland Habitat & Water Conditions

A grea ded of habitat work was accomplished the
past 6 weeksinthewetlands. Most podshavesignifi-
cant amourts of smartweed and wild mill et which is
grea waterfowl food Mowing of unwanted vegeta-
tionwasacmmplishedinMallard Marsh, Snow Goose
A, B and C, severa of the moist soil units and Rice
Paddy moist soil units. We dosed the water control
structures onbaoth Davis and Squaw Creeks at the end
of July and we are now flooding for shorebirds in
several of the units.

Summary of the Minutes from the July 15th 2006
Board Meeting:

One of the topics discussed at the Board meding was
how to get new members. It was suggested that we
have a display board at the annual Eagle Days event
and hend ou information abou the Friends group.

Tommie reported that new shirtswere ordered for the
bodkstore.

Oct. 14, 2006was st for the outdoar classoom
dedicaionand rext board meding.

It was suggested that a sign be made for the outdoar
clasgoom.

Attention was made that our website needed updated
andthe phao gall ery added.

The duck stamp promotion was discussed. (Anyone
wanting more information abou the duck stamp and
how the proceeds from the sales can help the refuge -
contad George Scheil )

The next meding was <t for Oct. 14 @ 10a.m.

Bookstore

If you haven't been to the refuge lately, youve nat
only missed out onnature andwildlife but also all the
new items at our bodkstore! We havelots of new and
funmerchandise. Youll findsomething for thewhale
family. Besideslots of good bodks of course, we dso
have, T-shirts, sweashirts, hats, toys, tapes, cds,
jewelry, mugs, postcards, playing cards, pens, station-
ary, posters, stuff ed birdsthat sing their natural songs,
games, andmuch more. Next timeyouvisit therefuge
be sure to come on up to the headquarters to ched it
out and say hi to Jim.

2005Annual Report

M embership:

The Friends' membership continues to average 100
paid members. Although most of the membersreside
in Missouri, fourteen other states are represented in
the membership.

Outread and Communicdion

We continue to fund and participate in the Refuge's
major pulic events, International Migratory Bird Day,
Eagle Days, Work days, Habitat Restoration, Staff
Office on Week-ends, Kiwanis & Chamber of Com-
merce memberships, and furnish %2 page on Squaw
Creek Eagle Nest truck plaza menu.

We continue to make ourselves adive in the commu-
nity, have an annual meding andpuli sh 4 newsl etters
annually, as well as pulish information about the
Refuge on ou web site, www.squawcreek.orq .

Projeds

Funded initial construction of Outdoor Classoom..
We still need laboratory and aher equipment as well



as water service, eledricd service, benches, seding
and an entry doa. We plan to apply for a matching
grant from the National Fish andWildlife Foundation
for equipment in 2006.

Financial
Balance 1/1/2005 $30,950.62
Baance12/31/2005 $29,076.25

(Totas include Chedking Accourt, CD’s, & Invest-
ments but nat bodkstore inventory)

Help for Migratory Birds
by Kay Charter

I'll never forget the first time | birded a property that
had been purchased with conservation dallars. At
least | thowght at the time it was the first such prop-
erty. My husbandand| weretraveling aaoss ®uthern
Canada and stopped at a large pond with a thick,
will owy edge separating water fromprairie. Although
there were many ducks, it was the Common Y ell ow-
throats and Marsh Wrens sulking in the cdtail s that
grabbed my attention. But my most vivid memory of
that day is the sign naing that Ducks Unli mited had
purchased the property.

“Ugh,” | said to my husband. “Hunters.” He didn't
argue. Instead, he said, “Look at al the songbirds
here. If thisplacehadn't been saved by duck hurters,
they wouldn't have ahome.”

He made a point | hadn't considered. It had never
occurred to me hurters were spending milli ons on
conservation and that birders (among other outdoar
lovers) were regping the benefits.

On that same trip, more than 20 yeas ago, we dso
visited Seney Nationa Wildlife Refuge in the Upper
Peninsula. There we got our first glimpse ever of
Trumpeter Swans, a spedes driven nealy to extinc-
tion ealy in the century. It was there, too, | leaned
that the Ducks Unlimited pondin Manitoba was nat,
in faa, the first placel’d visited that was purchased
with conservation dadlars. Becaise many of our
National Wil dlife Refuges have been purchased with
“Duck Stamp” funds, and becaise we' d visited many

Refuges during our travels, I'd adually spent alot of
time onland bowght with conservation ddl ars.

Until our visitsto these two sites, it never occurred to
me that any organization or group, except for federal
governmentsand The Nature Conservancy, purchased
or provided fundng for the purchase of environmen-
tally important lands. | was like most other peoplein
thinking of the Migratory Bird Hunting and Conserva-
tion Stamp as nothing more than a license to hunt
waterfowl. While the stamp dces provide for such
hurting, its true value is in the millions of aaes
purchased with the fundsit bringsin. That shoud be
espedally important for thoseof uswhoareconcerned
abou dwinding habitat and vanishing wilderness
Sinceitsinceptionin 1934, a full 98% of the funds
generated from duck stamp sales have been dedicated
to the purchase of refuge land. That's $14.70 é the
$15 price for the stamp. Today, more than half a
billi on ddllars has been generated. That money has
been used to purchase more than five milli onaaes of
wetlandandgrasdandhabitat in 550National Wil dlife
Refuges. One of my favorite Refuges, New Mexico's
fantastic Bosque del Apadhe, was purchased virtualy
entirely with duck stamp ddlars. It’shard to imagine
aworld withou Bosque and its tens of thousands of
overwintering Sandhll Cranes.

Ric Zarwell, Important Bird Area Coordinator for
lowa, wrote the following abou the sale of duck
stamps and subsequent purchase of refuge lands:
“This is fantastic news for birders. Why? Becaise
hundeds of spedes of birds, including many that are
rapidly dedining in other portions of their ranges,
require these grasdand and wetland habitats for
continued existence. Just likethe Short-eared Owl on
the habitat sign that accompaniesthisarticle, nore of
the birdsthat are ali ve today — simply because Stamp-
purchased habitats exist — give ahoa abou who pays
for the land on which they nest and raise their yourg.
What meatters is that more individual habitats are
proteded. However, despite providing so much of the
habitat that bird-watchersvaluedealy, (andwill value
even moreinthefuture), few birdersand other nature-
oriented citizens know that the Stamp program even
exists.”

Today there are estimated to be more than 40 milli on
birdersin North America Imagine how much habitat
could be saved if every single one of them purchased



at least one Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation
Stamp. During a receit phore anversation with
Zarwell, he said that it’ stime for birdersto step upto
the plateonthisissueanddotheir part. This dampis
avalable onling, at most U. S. Post Offices and from
many sporting goods stores. I've drealy purchased
mine. When will you by yours?

Note: Thereisalsoasupply of duck stampsfor sale
at the Squaw Creek office

Biological Happeningsfor 2006
By
Frank Durbian, Refuge Wildlife Biologist

It was a very busy spring and summer this yea, as
usua. We had good numbers of spring snow geese
and waterfowl during the late winter ealy spring
migration and excdlent spring shorebird numbers.
We completed 15 prescribed burns on the refuge
totaling 431laaeswithout incident. Theseburnshave
gredly benefitted the Refugeprairiehabitat. Spedking
of habitat —don't fret abou the weedy growth in the
native grassand wil dflower plantings in the parking
area We aetrying to let the native wil dflowers and
grassesdropseal andget somegoodgrowth onbefore
we mow and/or burn the aeathisfal. Allowing the
sealstodropshoud result in an even better stand next
yea andmakeit easier for usto begin deding with the
weedls. Also ke in mind that what you seeis adu-
aly quite goodwil dlife habitat.

Thisyea the Biologicd Program hasted one Biol ogi-
cd ScienceTedhnician, two graduate studentsand six
Biology Interns. Everyone had an oppatunity towork
onamajority of the projeds occurring bath onand off
of the Refuge.

[The phao did not survive intad, so the Summer
students and interns foll ow]
AmandaGriffinand Adrienne Cunningham, Graduate
Students; Nathan Petersen, Heaher Bankie, Andrea
Cole, Justin Hamilton, Carlie Babcock, Mark Hefner,
Biology Interns, Brian Lomas, Biologicd Science
Tedhnician.

Biologicd reseach projeds this yea included the
cortinuation of the Regional Impoundnent Study and
Bredaling Lesst Bittern Spatial Ecology Study and a

new Survey for Massasauga Popuations off of the
Refuge. TheRegional Impoundnent Study isamulti-
Refuge projed, being condicted in coordinationwith
the USGS, which includes 21 refuges aaoss the
courtry andinvolves evaluating theimpad of alterna-
tivewetlandfloodng regimesasthey relateto provid-
ing optimal shorebird habitat. We ae aurrently inthe
semndyea of thisthreeyea study. We aein the
seamndandfinal yea of the Least Bittern study which
is a projed being conduwcted by Amanda Griffin, a
graduate student at Northwest Missouri State Univer-
sity. Thefield data coll edion hasbeen completed and
sheis currently writing her thesis. This yea was an
average yea for least bittern production bu we did
seeseveral fledglings so overal bitternsdid well this
yea. During the spring we initiated aone yea study
that entail ed surveying for massasaugas onthreesites
off of the Refuge with the hope of locaing new
massasaugapopuationsfor thestate. Wesuccessully
locaed anew and now fourth popuationfor the state,
on private land north of the refuge. Adrienne
Cunringham, a graduate student at Northwest Mis-
souri State University will beworking onthispopua-
tion next yea for her graduate reseach projed.
Additionally, myself, Biologicd Science Tedhnician
Brian Lomas, and Biologicd Intern Nate Petersen
traveled to Wisconsin to assst the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources andthe USDA with avian
influenza sampling. Wewill also be caturing shore-
birds for avian influenza sampling on the Refuge
during the fall migration.

| have also completely updated and re-worked our
Refugeweb site. The new web site shoud replacethe
old web site by theend of August so pleasetakealook
at it and tell me what you think. | would appredate
any constructive mmmentsthat you can provide. Of
course it has a dired link to the Friend s web site!
Future plans for the new web site include adding
pagesfor shorebird andwaterfowl courts, andnotable
wildlife observations.

Notable wil dlife observations so far thisyea include
Barn Owl, Caspian Terns, Sandhll Crane nest that
was unfortunately depredated prior to hatching, River
Otters, Osprey, Red Shoudered Hawk, Alder Fly-
cachers, and of course 2 ealets fledging from the
Mallard Marsh nest.



That'sall for now. | hope everyone had agred spring
and summer and | look forward to seang everyone at
the Refuge.

The Experiences of Natethe Biological Intern at
Squaw Creek NWR
By Nathan Petersen

| came to Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge
looking to gain field reseach experience After
spending fivelong yeasin ageneticslab, | needed to
try something new, to get outside and do something |
would truly enjoy. The Refuge gpeded to me be-
cause of the diversity of research projeds and variety
of faunathat | would have the oppatunity to encoun
ter. This experience would help me to dedde my
future plans, and would be crucia for the pursuit of
future jobs or the oontinuation d my education.
Squaw Creek, in effed, has acted as a starting point
for my carea change, and | couldn't be happier.

Fromthe moment that | arrived at Squaw Cree, | felt
like awelcome member of the biology team. Refuge
Wildlife Biologist Frank Durbian and Biologicd
Science Tedhnician Brian Lomas have bath been a
pleasure to work with and have provided me with a
wedth of knowledge and training. The remaining
refuge staff hasal so been courteousandhel pful during
my stay. The work environment at Squaw Creek has
been funandrewarding. Shoud riding around onan
air boat redly be mnsidered work?

The projeds that | have had the oppatunity to work
on cover a broad spedrum of projed type, subjea
matter, and scde. | have been a part of smaller
graduate student and refuge projeds such astheradio
telemetry of least bitterns as well as a Massasauga
rattlesnake study. Region wide projeds that | have
worked onincludeafrog abnarmality surveys, aswell

as shorebird and frog cdl surveys. Most recantly, |

was able to participate in a national avian influenza
study requiring the mist netting of shorebirds in
Wisconsin. All of these projeds have given me a
broad range of experiences and skills that build my
resume and prepare me for the future.

The majority of my time & Squaw Creek has been
involved with the least bittern radio telemetry projed.
| was able to take part in almost all aspeds of this
projed, from the building o the null/pe& radio
telemetry trucks, tothe capture, handing, andtrading

of least bitterns. Radiotelemetryisavery transferable
skill, with many existing projeds aaossthe courtry
looking for telemetry help. The Massasauga rattle-
snake study gave methe oppatunity to gain herpetol -
ogy experience, from the methods used to capture
snakestotheidentificaionof locd spedes. | wasalso
able to handle Massasauga rattlesnakes, including
taking measurements and PIT tagging captured sped-
mens. The avian influenza projed gave me valuable
mist netting experience, ancther skill that is highly
transferable to future work. This dudy also provided
me with shorebird identification skill s and hendling
experience. These ae only threeof the many studies
that | have been a part of while & Squaw Creek.
Other projeds that | have worked oninclude; aleast
bittern behavior study, a wood duck nest box usage
survey, prairie wil dflower surveys, insed identifica-
tion, and shorebird food (invertebrate) surveys.

All of the skills and knowledge that | have gained
while at Squaw Creek have diredly led me to a
paosition at the Santa Monica Mourtains National
Reaedion Areain Cdifornia. In Californial will be
studyingtheeff edsof urban encroachment andhabitat
fragmentation onsmall mammals, reptiles, and am-
phibians. | will also be part of asimilar study focus-
ing on canivores (bolcas, mountain lions, and
coyotes). Whilethisisanother voluntee paosition, it
gets me one step closer to my goals. Withou the
excdlent experiencethat | have gained this simmer,
| have no doult that | would na have been seleded
for this position. My time & Squaw Creek has been
very well spent. | would highly recommendvoluntee-
ing for the Refuge System, Squaw Creek in particular,
for anyone who is considering a caee in field re-
seachor wildlifebiology. The experiencesthat areto
be gained are an invaluable as<t for the future.



